
Conservation Volunteers Australia is a United Nations Environment Programme Global 500 Laureate, and a member of IUCN, the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature * Ecotourism Australia * Wildlife Tourism Australia * World Youth Student & Education Travel Confederation 

Conservation Volunteers - Perth  
PO Box 1076 

     Fremantle WA  6959 
 Telephone:  08 9335 2777 
 Facsimile:   08 9335 2755 

 Email: perth@conservationvolunteers.com.au 
 www.conservationvolunteers.com.

2016 Premier Awards 
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2 Havelock St  
West Perth  
WA 6005 

Dear Panellists, 

Conservation Volunteers (CV) founded in 1982, is not-for-profit and is Australia’s leading practical 
environmental organisation, managing over a million volunteer hours across 10,000 priority projects 
annually.  

Conservation Volunteers has offices in most capital cities and many regional centres across 
Australia and New Zealand and specialises in recruiting volunteers from all sectors of the 
community and providing a safe and rewarding volunteering experience whilst contributing to 
important environmental outcomes.  

Conservation Volunteers has partnered with Rottnest Island Authority in many Rottnest Island 
projects in the past, contributing thousands of volunteer hours to the implementation of strategic 
environmental plans.  

We are very excited that after witnessing years of planning, design and preparation, that the 
Wadjemup Walk Trail is finally being implemented and that our organisation has been given 
opportunities to have our volunteers directly involved with the project.  

I hold a place on the Wadjemup Walk Trail Steering Group Committee, which has been in operation 
since July 2013 and collectively moves the project forward with other community groups and the 
RIA. 

Implementation of the Wadjemup Walk Trail provides an ideal learning and skills development 
opportunity for CV volunteers and trainees as it encourages hands-on environmental action, 
equipping participations with valuable work skills and potential qualifications in different areas of 
environmental remediation. CV participants get to work alongside the RIA’s Environmental and Park 
Services Staff, other affiliated volunteers and corporate groups that partner to deliver the project, so 
it is also a great networking and knowledge sharing platform for all involved. 

In July-Sept 2013, Conservation Volunteers in association with the Rottnest Island Authority and 
using a grant from Coastwest and Caring for Our Country ran an Indigenous Green Corps 10 week 
training program on Rottnest. 11 people were provided with training culminating to 700 hours of on-
ground conservation works as part of the Wadjemup Walk Trail project. This program 
gave Aboriginal youth exposure to a combination of training and work experience activities to 
improve their likelihood of gaining employment in the conservation land management and 
environmental sectors. This Green Corps group helped to implement the first section of Wadjemup 
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Walk Trail which opened in December 2013, the Bickley Bay section. All 11 participants of this 
program have gone on to acquire jobs in the conservation and environmental industries. 

Conservation Volunteers also has a partnership with Woodside and between 2011 and 2015, 
Woodside funded logistics for CV to carry out two weeks each year of CV volunteer work on 
Rottnest Island and 3x Woodside staff volunteer days which are supervised by CV staff. Woodside 
employees have undertaken planting works along the Bickley Bay Section of the Wadjemup Walk 
Trail project. The RIA have never directly engaged or interacted with Woodside, however, RIA staff 
support CV to arrange ferries, catering, bus transfers and plan work sites for Woodside visits. 

In 2015-16, Conservation Volunteers continue to support the Wadjemup Walk Trial project by 
aiding to deliver the Government’s Green Army project, which has already seen 8 workers provide 
16 hrs towards the Trail development. 

The Wadjemup Walk Trail is the RIA’s conservation initiative to aid in preserving the Island and our 
organisation is proud to be a part of it! 

Conservation Volunteers wholeheartedly supports the Rottnest Island Authority and their application 
to receive a 2016 Premier’s Award for ‘Managing the Environment’. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information. 

Kind regards, 

Katie Haynes 
Perth Regional Coordinator, WA 
Conservation Volunteers Australia 
m. 0428 533 060
e. khaynes@conservationvolunteers.com.au

13
th
 April 2016 
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26th April 2016

To the 2016 Premier's Awards Judging Panel

The Rottnest lsland Nursery was reopened by the RIA's
Environment Team in 2011, after being inactive for 10 years, to
grow native seedlings to assist in meeting revegetation,
rehabilitation and amenity planting requirements for the lsland.

Between 2012-15 over 64,000 seedlings have been propagated in
the Nursery and approximately two thirds of these have been
planted as part of the Wadjemup Walk Trail project.

The Nursery is run primarily by a group of passionate volunteers,
of which there are currently 50 and approx. 10-15 volunteers
provide a day in the Nursery each fortnight.

I have been volunteering at the Nursery since 2012 and have a
rich horticultural background, including participation in, up to now,
a six year long revegetation project at Lake Clifton, being a co-
ordinator of the Lake Clifton-Herron Landcare Group and re-
vegetation, over the last 12 years, of my 12 acre property at
Herron through re-locating self seeded plants and growing my own
from seed

I have had the pleasure of working alongside passionate RIA staff
who have been fundamental to the set up and continual operation
of the Nursery, namely Sarah Nix (former RIA staff member) and
Luke Wheat (current Environmental Operations Coordinator).

The RIA has paid for all of the nursery volunteers to undertake
seed collection and propagation training from Apace Nursery and
have also organised guest lecturers to come to the lsland to speak
about rehabilitation projects with us. The RIA has also enabled the
nursery volunteers to visit Kings Park to visit their lab and nursery
facilities. Later in the year, Kings Park nursery staff will be coming
to Rottnest to conduct further training with us.



Seeds from native Rottnest plants are collected by volunteers and
taken back to the Nursery where they are cleaned and treated to
bring them out of dormancy, prior to sowing. Using seeds and
cuttings from local plant species means the plants are more
genetically suited to the conditions on the lsland, compared to
specimens imported from the mainland.

Over the last 12 months, the Nursery has been expanded to be
able to house approx. 40,000 seedlings at one time, compared to
half this amount previously and we have also constructed a new
fenced area to help grow our mature stock. The RIA has plans to
continue to expand the operations of the Nursery.

Propagating seedlings in the Rottnest Nursery decreases material
& freight costs and increases biodiversity of the lsland. Not having
to import plants from the mainland significantly reduces the risk of
introducing diseases that could be detrimental to the lsland's flora
& fauna. The Nursery and its volunteers play an important role in
the delivery of the wadjemup walk rrail project and the
conservation of the Rottnest A-Class reserve.

The nursery volunteers are very much in favour of the Rottnest
lsland Authority receiving an award from the Premier for the
Wadjemup Walk Trail project under the 'Managing the
Environment' category, as re-opening the Nursery is testament to
their dedication and commitment to conserving the lsland's natural
assets.

Yours sincerely

j+A
I Jennirer Rose

0428343028
jen nyatherron @westnet. co m. au
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2016 Premier’s Awards 
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2 Havelock Street 
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To the Premier’s Awards Selection Panel 

The Rottnest Island Chamber of Commerce (RICC) is a group of 25 dedicated businesses that 

operate on or around Rottnest Island and who work in conjunction with the Rottnest Island 

Authority (RIA) to enhance the visitor experience, in responsible ways, to sustain the Island 

reserve for the benefit of all.  

We welcome the addition of the ‘Wadjemup Walk Trail’ as a new and unique recreational 

experience for visitors.  

The Trail encourages the community to get out and explore the Island’s immense environmental 

and cultural attributes. It encourages great connections with outdoor elements - getting in touch 

with nature, promoting good health and understanding of the natural and cultural significance 

through interpretative signage.  

It will not only enhance the quality of the Island as a tourism destination, but also help cement its 

reputation as a conservation driven community asset by providing a sustainable nature-based 

outdoor activity.  

The RICC believe the ‘Wadjemup Walk Trail’ will strike a balance between tourism impacts and 

the natural environment. This will be achieved through alleviating pressure on priority sites by 

ensuring beach access structures are implemented strategically to reduce erosion issues, whilst 

also revegetating and rehabilitating damaged areas as the Walk Trail is implemented.  It is also 

well recognised, that increased appreciation of the natural environment encourages community 

stewardship and protection of the asset. 

The Rottnest Island Authority is working successfully in partnership with a number of community 

groups to collaboratively deliver a world class recreational showpiece that will benefit the 

Western Australian community that have an affinity with the Island.  

The RICC supports the Rottnest Island Authority in their application for the 2016 Premier’s 

Award, under the ‘Managing the Environment’ category, for the ‘Wadjemup Walk Trail project’. 

Yours sincerely 

Michael Sier 

Chairman 






